
How to use Fish Explorer
Fish Explorer is a complex website with a lot of information, 
yet we try to keep it as organized as possible.  To better 
understand our system, keep in mind that lakes and fish 
species are the core.  Everything else is either intertwined 
with these or supplemental.

Getting Around
The top navigation menu will direct you to most of the main 
pages within the website.  You can always go directly to a 
lake’s detail page by using the lake drop-down menu at the 
top left in the orange box.    To use the site to its fullest, sign 
up for a free account using the red button on the left side.  
When you log in as a member, you are able to view current 
lake conditions, submit lake updates, and write forum posts.

Lake Details Pages
Each lake we feature has a detail page. You may reach 
these pages f om the Colorado Fishing Map or via the drop-
down select menu at the top left of the page in orange.

The lake detail page contains a lot of information.  Current 
conditions are listed at the top left when you are logged in.  
A list of fish species that reside in the lake lie just below, 
each hyperlinked to the fish details page.  Boating 
information, park fees, lake contacts, and links are in the 
green box underneath.  You may toggle between them by 
clicking on the appropriate blue tabs.

At the top right is a map of the lake, this time showing icons 
for campgrounds and boat ramps.  Click these icons to find 
more details about them.  Live weather conditions from 
WeatherBug are provided at the top of this map.  
WeatherBug has several stations throughout Colorado, 
and we have chosen the station nearest each lake.

The larger thumbnail images below the map allow you to 
toggle the map between the Google Map view, topo view, 
satellite view, 3D view, and a facilities map if available.  
These views link to more detailed maps on corresponding 
websites.  The smaller thumbnails represent photographs 
pertaining to the lake.  Click on these images to show the 
photo in the map box, then click the larger photo in the map 
box to get an even larger version.

r

Colorado Fishing Map
The first page you want to visit on the website is the 
Colorado Fishing Map.  The map uses Google Maps to 
chart all of the lakes we feature; all of the icons are color 
coded in regards to recent conditions for the lake.  A key for 
the color codes is displayed at the bottom of the map.

At the top of the map are two toggle menus, one for fish 
species and one for boating type.  If you select a type of fish 
from the left drop-down menu, the lakes that contain that 
fish will remain on the map while the others disappear.  If 
you have a boat and want to know where you can take it, 
choose a type of boating in the right drop-down menu and 
the lake icons will change according to your selection.

If you hover your mouse over a lake icon the name will 
appear.  Click the icon to zoom into the area.  A balloon will 
pop up with more information about the lake, including a link 
that will take you to the lake’s detail page.  Zoom in and out 
using the zoom bar on the left side of the map.  Toggle 
between map, satellite, and hybrid views by clicking the 
white rectangular buttons at the top right on the map.

Top Navigation Menu

Below this top-level section lies several other pieces of 
information including a general description of the lake, 
forum posts, recent blogs and articles relating to the lake, 
lake size, elevation when full, driving directions, managing 
agency, campgrounds, boat ramps, Colorado DOW fishing 
reports, stocking information, and more.
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Fish Species
You may reach the fish species page by clicking on the 
“Colorado Fish” link in the top navigation menu or from a link 
on the lake details page.  While on the fish details page, you 
may choose to view another fish by clicking on the list at the 
top of the page, or by selecting a different fish from the drop-
down menu selector at the top right in the orange box.

This page displays a photo of the fish and lists the lakes that 
currently contain the species.  You may click on any of 
these lakes to go directly to that lake details page.

All of the lakes we feature have been researched to include 
the most accurate list of healthy and catchable species in 
the lake.  We have spent several hours researching  
stocking reports, sampling reports, and lake history, and 
have personally talked with each DOW biologist managing 
the fishery.  To the best of our knowledge, this is the most 
accurate and current listing of species for these lakes 
available on the web.

Underneath the photo is a general description of the fish, 
the Colorado DOW details if provided, and any links to 
websites with more information on the fish.  Additionally, 
you will find recent forum posts, blogs, and articles that 
pertain to the fish species selected.

Below all of this, we have stocking information for the 
species, listing the lakes that have been stocked with this 
fish in the last five years for each lake we feature and the 
number of fish stocked..

Field Editor Articles and Blogs
On the home page you will notice our Field Editors.  These 
editors publish articles and frequent blogs that pertain to 
fishing in Colorado.  Recent blogs and articles are listed on 
the home page.  Click on the Field Editor of your choice and 
you will be taken to their home page.  Each of the Field 
Editors’ home pages has a detailed biography, list of recent 
blogs and articles, a photo gallery, and links to blog and 
article archives.  Click on the archive links to view full 
listings of each.  To view the various Field Editors, you may 
also click on the “Field Editor” link in the top navigation 
menu.

You may comment on a blog by clicking on the “Write 
Comment” link at the bottom of any Field Editor Blog.  You 
may also contact each Field Editor by email with our contact 
form by clicking on the “Contact” link below each editor’s 
biography on their home page.  Field Editors are 
individually sponsored by various companies, which are 
listed on their home page, article pages, and blog pages.  
Photos in the Field Editor photo gallery can be enlarged by 
clicking on them.
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Calendar
To access the fishing events calendar, click on the 
“Calendar” link in the top navigation menu.  Advance 
months by clicking on the “Next Month” link at the top right of 
the calendar.  Move backwards by clicking on the “Prev. 
Month” link at the top left of the calendar.  You may also 
choose a specific date on the calendar by clicking on the 
calendar icon in the middle.  To see a full year of events, 
click on the year in the date at the top of the calendar, or the 
“All of [year]” links.

Events are listed in the boxes that represent days of the 
week.  If more events are listed than can fit in the box, a 
scrolling bar will appear when you mouse over the day.  
Hover your mouse over arrows on this scrolling bar to move 
the events up and down.

Click on an individual event to get a pop-up window with 
event details.  You will need to enable pop-up windows in 
your browser or firewall settings for this to work.

To submit an event for inclusion on this calendar, click on 
the “Submit an Event” button above the calendar. Fill out the 
form as completely as possible and click “Save”.  We will 
review the event and add it to the calendar if appropriate.  

News
Fish Explorer publishes news related to fishing and lakes in 
Colorado.  The most recent news articles are displayed at 
the top of the home page in a scrolling box. To access the 
news archive, click on the “More news...” link below this 
box, or click on the “News” link in the top navigation menu.  
On the main news page we have Fish Explorer news 
articles as well as RSS feeds from various sources that may 
interest Colorado fishermen.  At the top of this page is a link 
for “See all news...” that will take you to the Fish Explorer 
news archive.

Fish Explorer Forum
To access the forum, click on the “Forum” link in the top 
navigation menu or on any link found on the recent forum 
posts boxes on the main page, lake detail pages, and fish 
species pages.

To post a new forum topic or reply to an existing post, you 
need to register for a free account.  You may view all posts 
regardless.  To start a new forum post, click on the “New 
Post” button at the top of the forum page.  To reply to a post, 
click on the “Reply” button on any post details page.

Forum posts are categorized by lake and by fish species.  
To see all forum posts regarding a specific lake, select the 
lake from the drop-down menu at the top.  Do the same for a 
specific fish species using the “Select a Fish Forum” drop-
down menu.  If the menus are not working, check to make 
sure you have Javascript enabled in your browser.

Lake Condition Updates
At the core of Fish Explorer is the ability for fishermen to 
participate in the updating of lake conditions, most notably 
water temperatures, water levels, and other pertinent 
details pertaining to access.  Users must be logged in to 
submit a lake conditions update.

“Submit Conditions Update” buttons can be found on each 
page at the top of the screen, on the home page, and on 
each individual lake details page.  Click on one of these 
buttons to access the conditions update form.  Instructions 
and suggestions for updates are listed on this form.  Select 
the lake you wish to update, fill out the form with any 
information you have, and click “Submit”.  Your update will 
be sent to us for review and approval.  Once approved, your 
updates will appear  on the chosen 
lake at the top of the page.

 to logged-in members
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